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amount of relief available for each would be equal to the
earnings of two to three weeks. This will no doubt to a certain
extent mitigate the hardships consequent on the loss of work in
the mills. And moreover, we have to remember in this con-
nection that the mill operatives in India are in the majority of
cases also agricultural workers, and that they can and fre-
quently do turn to agricultural work as a source of employment.
With regard to the second point, viz. increased remuneration
to the workers on account of the greater strain involved in the
system of more machinery per operative, we have only to
mention that some of the Bombay mills referred to above,
where the efficiency measures have already been introduced,
have devised a new scheme of remuneration which has proved
satisfactory to both the employers and the employees alike.
Under this scheme, a two-loom weaver taking a third loom
would receive 46 per cent of the earnings of the third loom as
his additional remuneration, and if he takes two more looms, he
would receive 50 per cent of the earnings of the third and fourth
looms as his additional wages. Similar provisions regarding the
payment of increased remuneration in proportion to increased
work have been made in respect of the Drawing Frame, Blow
Room, Card Room, and Ring Frame Departments.1 If some of
the mills in Bombay have thus been able to give the necessary
lead in the introduction of the more efficient and economical
system of working with the co-operation of the operatives, it
certainly cannot be difficult for the other mills in that city as
well as up-country centres to effect considerable economies in
the labour costs by following that lead.2
II. OTHER    LINES    OF    IMPROVEMENT:    RAW    MATERIALS     AND
MARKETS
Apart from the disadvantages in the costs of manufacture
which we have discussed above, there are two other important
1 Report of the Bombay Strike Enquiry Committee, 1938-29, pp. 154-65.
3 It may, however, be mentioned that the adoption of similar measures in
the up-country centres will tend to re-establish the relative inferiority of
Bombay in respect of labour cost.